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Dear Parents and Carers, 

This is not the start of the spring term that was planned for, and I thank you for your efforts, time and 

patience as we start the New Year in a very different way!  

I know you have been bombarded with messages this last week and I wanted to try and pull together the 

information shared with you into one place, so that you can use it as a place of reference for the upcoming 

weeks. 

We are hoping you have seen an improvement in our remote learning offer, but we understand that some 

classes are using certain platforms that you may not yet, be as familiar with. We had hoped our iPad roll 

out scheme would have been fulfilled by now for years 1 and 2, but our iPad order has not yet reached 

us, due to the demand of such devices.  When they do eventually arrive in school, this will hopefully 

improve our communication systems further. We are doing all we can to obtain additional devices to help 

those off site, so please let us know as soon as possible, if this is causing an issue for you and your child. 

This guide will provide you with all the information you need so we can make the Lockdown 3 half term 

as successful as possible. There will be updates and letters throughout the half term, and we will keep you 

fully informed as, and when things change.   

The information booklet is divided into two parts to address both the current Hub provision and the 

remote learning offer. This is to help all parents who may have to dip into both types of provision. 

You will see that most of our routines are similar to those we have used in previous lockdowns, but we 

have tried to build on our successes and reflect on what we could do better. We have risk assessed each 

area of the school fully, consulted with staff and trade unions and followed Cumbria County Council advice 

in full.  As I always say – these details are subject to change and this is certainly the picture we are seeing 

presently.  

Please remember that we are always on hand to answer any queries, questions, worries or concerns.  We 

are only a phone call, Dojo message or email away. The staff, Governors and I have fully appreciated the 

great responses we have had so far and will continue to monitor the current situation to ensure the 

learning for our children does not suffer in light of what we are facing.  

We understand everyone has their own personal issues arising from work commitments or personal 

family circumstances, but we can work with you if you let us know, and we can seek to support you further 

in many other ways.  

Together WE can make a difference! 



 

Bransty Hub Provision 

If your child is accessing the Hub please note the information below to ensure you 

know what is expected each day:  

School Organisation 

• Each child is in their own class bubble. These bubbles will learn in a class bubble, and will remain in these smaller groups 

throughout the day, covering learning time, playtime and lunchtime in a specific zoned area. They will be learning the same 

as the children working at home and will be monitored by the class teachers. For the Junior classes this link will also be made 

remotely with the rest of their class. 

• Contact between groups will be reduced considerably. Therefore, we will not be undertaking any cross-year group 

activities such as whole school assemblies 

• Lunch times will be staggered.  All meals will be served and eaten in bubble classrooms. There will be regular cleaning 

and staff will wear full PPE at all times during this section of the day 

• A hot meal choice will be available from 18th January. The children will come into the school hall to collect their meal 

choice and take it back into their classrooms to eat. Everything will be cleaned down in between bubble group use 

• For those children who do not have a school lunch, your child CAN bring in their own packed lunch but they MUST 

bring items/bags that can be disposed of daily 

•  School will continue to have social distancing as a high priority.  The start of school will be from 8.45am   Children 

should be dropped off at classroom doors and not allowed to play on the playground or outdoor play area in the 

Nursery in the morning or after school.  Pick up time will be 3.15pm. Nursery pickup times will continue to be 12.00 

or 3pm, depending on the booked session.  Children should be picked up from their classroom doors 

• School will follow our normal uniform policy. We would encourage uniforms to be cleaned more often than usual to 

ensure no transmission is possible 

• Staff will continue to wear face coverings   

• Adults, please continue to wear face masks when on the school grounds. There may be times when you need to wait 
and this will help if you have to be less than 2m apart 

• Please keep 2m apart on our grounds wherever possible 

• We ask that only ONE adult is on site to drop off and collect 

• School will continue to promote a high level of hygiene by the regular, planned cleaning of hands and sanitising and 

respiratory hygiene (Catch it, bin it, kill it). It is essential to continue to highlight this at home so the children’s routines 

become habitual. This will be monitored 

• We ask everyone follows the one-way system and that no short cuts or alternate routes are followed. This keeps the 

site secure and allows everyone to feel comfortable when arriving on the school premises 

• We will once again ask that NO school bags, or drink bottles are brought into school 

• Pupils and teachers can take books and other shared resources home, although unnecessary sharing will be avoided.  

All children will have their own resources and equipment so nothing is needed from home. These items will be cleaned 

regularly 

• Coats can be placed in the children’s own lockers. We ask that children wear their PE kit on days when this is planned 

in (class teachers will let you know when this will happen) 

•  Water will be supplied daily by school in classrooms and their personal cups will be washed in the dishwasher every 

night 

• Children don’t need to bring snacks into school. Fruit and other choices will be available daily 

 



Attendance and punctuality 

• We encourage you to only use the Hub provision if you are a critical worker or your child is classes as vulnerable, 

and only then, when childcare is an issue. It is safer to have your child at home 

• We are running a booking system that will allow you to use the provision on the days you need it. Please use the 

bookingsystem@bransty.cumbria.sch.uk email address to book your required sessions. The more in advance you 

know these requirements, the better for us to be able to staff the classes appropriately 

• It is the school’s responsibility to record attendance and follow up absence so please let us know if your child is 

NOT going to be in school as early as possible if you have previously booked a place 

• The school day will run from 8.45am to 3.15pm 

• Arriving to school promptly is ESSENTIAL so we lessen the build-up of adults on site at any one time and can 

secure the site and begin remote learning, as well as the on-site work 

 

 

 

               Looking after each other! 
 

It’s important to remember that everyone in our community is experiencing different situations throughout 

this whole pandemic.  Some of us have been back at school, some working as normal, some have been 

shielding and some have completely had to change their daily life routines.  

One way of looking after each other is to make sure that we are all prepared for whatever comes our way and 

to know YOU ARE NOT ALONE! 

Myself, Mrs Bell and Mr Lee will be on hand to help with anything above and beyond classroom expectations 

and help. We can offer a call and a chat at any time. We will be monitoring the level of engagement from 

families and may make a weekly call to some, however, if you are in need of anything, and we can help PLEASE 

do not hesitate to get in touch!  
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Bransty’s Remote Learning 

We have done our very best since returning in September to make up for any loss of learning during the early onset of 
school closures and Hub facilities. In our final data collection in December, so much progress had been made and we 
don’t want our pupils falling behind due to this current lockdown.  Some children may need extra support and we can 
build in this provision whether you are in school or at home.  If they do, we will spot this quickly and we have plans in 
place to help children catch up. If you or your child are worried about any of their learning, please give their teacher a 
call.   

Below you will see details of expectations for each class and Key Stage and we will continue to make our provision the 
best it can be. Our junior pupils do now have their own iPad and this can be collected form school if you haven’t already 
done so. We will continue to request further devices from as many sources as we can to ENSURE NO CHILD IS AT A 
DISADVANTAGE in this current situation. If anyone knows of funding streams, or businesses, that can help then please 
let us know. We are still trying to gather provision from central Government and if we are successful, we will ensure 
as many children get these devices as possible. If you are experiencing problems, again, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Early Years and Infant offer and procedures: 

Home Learning in the EYFS – Nursery and Reception 

In the EYFS, learning takes place through play-based activities.  Children are developing early literacy and maths skills, 
learning about the world around them and are supported to develop their physical skills. 

In both Nursery and Reception, it is important to see the value in getting your child involved in daily tasks such as 
washing up, baking, cooking, sorting the washing, setting the table – they love to help and lots of learning can come 
from it – science, maths, physical skills and language development!  Play card games like snap or pairs, dominoes and 
simple board games – these are all great for early mathematical development. 

 

What does home learning look like in Nursery? 

• There will be a weekly activity plan shared at the beginning of the week on Class Dojo Stories that you can 
refer to 

• 5-6 short, play-based activities will be posted each day on your child’s page – (their portfolio), or the Stories 
feed.  We understand that you might not be able to complete every task every day, so try to focus on the top 
3 first 

• Physical activity: children should be getting at least an hour of physical movement a day, so this contributes 
towards it 

• Maths activity: usually a link to a counting song, plus a teaching video from Mrs Cunningham 

• Phonics activity: a link to an activity or a demonstration video from Mrs Cunningham 

• Talk for writing: a teaching video from Mrs Cunningham or a link to a rhyme or story 

• Afternoon activity: Personal, social, emotional development activity, science investigation, craft activity, fine 
motor development activity 

• Daily story read by a member of the team 

• Please let us know how your child managed with the activities: sometimes we ask for a written note, photo 

or video.  You can also create a new video, drawing or message of something your child has done if you so 

wish 

• Please give us a thumbs up as early as possible when you are online and accessing learning 

 

 



 

 

What does home learning look like in Reception? 

• 5-6 short, play-based activities will be posted each day on your child’s page – (their portfolio), or the Stories 

feed.  We understand that you might not be able to complete every task every day, so try to focus on the top 3 

first.   

• Physical activity: children should be getting at least an hour of physical movement a day, so this contributes 

towards it.   

• Phonics activity: this will usually be a demonstration video from Mrs Fisher or Mrs Saulters for their phonics 

group – yellow, red or purple. 

• Maths activity: a link and/or teaching video from Mrs Fisher 

• Talk for writing: 3 times a week you will receive a video or activity based on our talk for writing story.   

• Afternoon activity: Personal, social, emotional development activity, Science Investigation, Craft/Art Activity, 

Music Session or Fine motor development activity 

• Daily story read by a member of the team 

• Please let us know how your child managed with the activities: sometimes we ask for a written note, photo or 

video.  You can also create a new video, drawing or message of something your child has done if you so wish.   

• Please give us a thumbs up as early as possible when you are online and accessing learning 

 

Keep home learning fun and remember that the EYFS is a play-based curriculum, 

 So… if your child is playing, your child is learning! 

 

What does remote learning look like in Year 1 and Year 2?  

• Log on to class dojo each morning at 9am for register (Put a thumbs up on class story post) and find tasks for 
the rest of the day. 

• Work will be set in 'portfolio' Section for each child and some tasks are differentiated to each child. 

•  Children have the chance to write on the worksheet sent electronically, print and write on it or copy answers 
onto lined workbooks provided in their pack 

• Once activities are completed, children should send the completed work back over portfolio, either a 
photograph, some writing about it, a photo of their work just anything that shows their learning linked to the 
task. 

•  The tasks are posted in order and have all links required on the session for independent learning. 

•  Staff are teaching the exact same sessions in class with the hub children, so please complete the activities on 
the correct day (if possible) as it links with the whole classes learning.  

 

What does remote learning look like in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6? 

• Log in to Showbie each morning at 9am for a live registration session and instructions for the rest of the day 

• Work will be set in 'lesson' chunks and at the end of each lesson written work should be uploaded to the 

appropriate assignment in Showbie 

• There will be live Showbie chats throughout the morning, drop-in sessions and catch-up sessions before 

break and lunchtimes 

• Log in to Showbie at 1.00 – 1.15pm for registration ( dependent on year group) and introduction to 

afternoon sessions and any written work should be uploaded to the appropriate place by 3pm 

• The work is available to all children in the folder for that day on Showbie with a short explanation of the task 

in case children are unable to log in to the live sessions 

• Year 4 pupils can find this work in the HOME LEARNING class on Showbie and the assignments for each day 

are labelled and colour coded. Each learning assignment will contain a short explanation of the task and any 

learning materials, in case children are unable to join the live session 

 

• A daily task for all children is to complete reading at home each day and comment in the assignment on 

Showbie, in year 4 these comments can be left in the HOME LEARNING classes homework folder each day 



 

Top Tips for home learning 

It is more important than ever to try and keep your child in a regular routine so that when we return to full time, 

face to face learning, that it is as seamless as possible.  We appreciate that due to parents also trying to manage work 

from home, this is not always possible.  

We advise getting up at normal school time and treating each remote learning day, as you would if they were coming 

to school. It is important to have your child dressed and ready for learning in whatever context that takes. Please DO 

NOT allow them to remain in their pyjamas (for safeguarding purposes) especially when accessing remote learning 

or sending in learning videos to the school team. 

They should be going to bed at their normal school day time and still have their regular breaks and lunchtimes and 

social times to allow them to relax. We would encourage them to eat healthy snacks and drink plenty of water 

throughout the day. This will keep their energy levels up for learning!  If you don’t get tasks finished, please do not 

take these into the weekend, it is important for you and your children to have a break. Accessing the outdoors and 

some fresh air, is always a good idea (ensure you are following lockdown guidance). 

Free school Meal update 

We have been awaiting further guidance regarding the provision for free school meals. You may receive vouchers, 

similar to the previous lockdown. This is out for procurement at the moment and we will give you further notice 

when it comes available. We are hoping any delay in this decision will ensure that back dated vouchers will be issued. 

Those children in school will receive their free meal as always. Those children who may dip in and out of home 

learning/ on site provision will be accounted for, but if you have any issues please speak to the school office team as 

quickly as possible. 

 Again, if any families are struggling please get in touch and we can organise further support.  

Attendance  

We will monitor children’s attendance online and will follow up anybody who has not logged on, shared work or not 

engaged in whatever platform available. There may be reasons for this but we won’t be able to help if you don’t 

make the connection with us.   

Please check your individual class expectations for keeping in touch, as these differ depending on the age of your 

children.  

Our normal safeguarding procedures will still be followed. We still have a duty of care to all our 

children and families. If we have not heard from a family in 2 working days you will receive a welfare 

call from a member of the senior leadership team.  

 

A polite prompt – staff are moving between home and school teaching and may not be available straight 

away to answer messages or calls. Please can I politely remind you to keep to the 8am – 5.30pm 

parameters of contact and only in an emergency should this be altered. Thank you for your 

understanding        



Public Health England advice: 

It is VITAL we are vigilant when it comes to our pupils and family members becoming ill or showing signs of 

illness and to ACT FAST. The details coming through show variants in the infection so do be aware of the 

following if your child becomes ill. 

Any child or adult who is showing symptoms of the coronavirus: 

• becoming unwell with a new/continuous cough 

• high temperature 

• a loss of or change in their normal sense of taste or smell 

• upset stomach 

• fatigue 

• headache 

• sore throat  

• unusual rash 

MUST NOT come into school if they are accessing the Hub. 

 Any child must be tested and school informed of the results.  If the test is negative, your child can come back to 

the Hub provision in school.  If the test is positive, school and parents must follow the advice from Public Health 

England, who will support with track and trace and may advise closure of the class bubble or school. 

This new strain of the virus is much more contagious and it is SO important to act quickly to stop the spread! 

If your child becomes unwell at school:  

If your child becomes unwell at school and displays symptoms, they will be taken to sit in the quarantine room.  
Our first aider will wear PPE - aprons, gloves and a visor / mask. We will immediately contact you and ask you to 
collect your child.  We will assist the Test and Trace service providing any details that they need and we will also 
seek advice from the local authority and take any actions that are necessary.   

 

 

Thank you for your warm wishes of support, the caring messages are very much appreciated from every member 

of our school community. We will continue to carefully evaluate our provision over the coming weeks responding 

to the ever changing climate of this pandemic.  I hope you have fun in the snow this weekend! In previous years 

a snow day might have stopped us in our tracks, not anymore, with our new remote learning capabilities!  

Stay safe everyone.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Joanne Fearon 

Head Teacher  

 

 

 

 



 

   

  

 


